
 

 

 

Woody meadow 

 

1. Country 

 

Hungary 

 

2. Name of the programme 

 

Landuse in the past and the future 

 

3. Age of the children involved? 

 

6-14 years 

 

4. Teaser/Short Introduction (can be connected to the hand-modell, but does not have to) 

 

In our study we would like to present a woody meadow, formed by the traditional 

pasturage more hundred years ago. The grasslands are broken by huge oaks. Animals (cows 

and sheeps) rested under these trees.  

In the grassy vegetation occure many plant species which require grazing or reaping. At the 

side of the ways there are bush, which are the most preferred nesting places of song-birds 

and ecological corridors for many species as well.   

Unfortunately, these types of agriculture are played down dew to the actual status of inland 

agriculture. So nowadays people put away traditional agriculture on many places. On these 

fields start to grow forests and the environmental organization try to solve this problem, but 

is is not good when big machine makes the reap and cut all of the bush. 

There is a study path in the meadow which belongs to a forest school. This forest school has 

situated near the meadow.  
 

 



 

 

 

 

5. What is the frame?  

 

To get to know the plants and animals is important, not just for expanding the children’s 

knowledge, but also to understand the importance of conservation of grasslands. 

 

6. What are the goals of the programme?  

 

The goal of the programme is to support children to acquire knolwledge about the landscape, the 

formation of it and the connected conservational problems. 

 

7. What values are promoted in the programme? 

 

Respect for nature and care for the state of our planet. 

Respect for future generations. 

Recognition of the achievment of the past. 

 

8. Which competences are promoted that empower learners to shape a sustainable future?  

 

Critical Thinking – they can see the negative effects of encroaching into near-natural systems (it 

would be more useful to get this across to the decision-makers) 

 

9. Which of the specific scientific concepts does the programme relate to? 

 

Cycles: nutrients cycle on the woody meadow, annual cycle of the meadow 

 

Energy Flow: food chains on the woody meadow 

 

Stability: relation between sheep keeping and the stability of the woody meadow 

 

Change: what happens if people stop sheep keeping, what changes? 

 

10. Which ecological problems are involved, if any, and how? (Refer to mindmaps of 9 planetary 

boundaries) 

 

Nowadays people put away traditional agriculture on many places, so it cause the change in 

land use On these fields start to grow forests and loss of the meadows’ biodiversity. 

 

11. Transferability: Which different areas of learning are included and how?  

 

Childrens can experience that the balance of the near-natural environment evolved by human 

intervention falls over when the effect of human intervetion stops. Passing the traditional 

agriculture cause many society problems. 

Related to global society  

Related to living narure 

 

12. What educational strategies (learning models, methods, etc.) are used in your programme? 

 



 

 

 

One tematical day in a local forest school: the children carry out investigations in groups 

and independently. There is an educational path belongs to the forest school and it belongs 

a workbook. 

The children can acquire knowledge about the place in the frame of a module of the forest 

school next to the woody meadow. The civil organization which works the forest school 

also worked up a “study path” with panels where the children can put on their knowledge 

and experiences.  

In the ongoing module at the study path more methods (depending on age), task types get 

place. There are permanent tasks, but teachers and guides could choose from several 

variations. For the youngest children they can find tasks which are simpler and require less 

knowledge. For example: find the four most common bush species by leaf (we give a sign 

and they stand next to the bush). At the meadow trees provided shade to the grazing 

animals; we can also try this by a tale.  

The older age group can acquire knowledge about the end of the grazing on meadows and 

the consequences by ”role playing”. The individual and the small group work are important 

in both age groups.  

The forest school is five days long in Hungary; it means a studying organization method out 

of the school. There is only one class in the same time if it is possible.  The study is based 

on the cooperation, activity and communication of the students. Its topping training task is 

developing “life managing” capabilities in harmony with the environment and the 

socialization related to public activities.   

The path is a demonstrating place in the field, which is an important unit of the forest 

school program. But anybody can visit it with a professional guide or independently.  

 

13. How is the programe evaluated? How do you know the programme achieved its educational 

goals? 

 

We monitor how do the acquired knowledge appear later in creative tasks (drawing, making 

posters, repeater questions in the quizzes).  

 

14. Describe the programme. 

 

The children go to the meadow and visit the sheep-cote. They watch the behaviour of the sheep 

(resting under the trees, grazing). They study the local plant and animals and how could be 

formed the life in the meadow. They do this by different methotds so they can get to know a 

complex view about the landscape. 

a, Where am I? Use map, compass and another alternative orientation methods 

b, Why do we like the sheeps? 

c, Which bushes grow in the meadows? Play with the species 

d, The great oaks! Compare two oaks: one of them grow in the meadow and the other grow in the  

forest …etc. 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

15. Included resources / materials / tools. 

The forest school has complex worked out program for five days forest schools and seven 

days summer camps. These programs are carried out by the workers of the association. On 

their webpage the teachers can find guidance for the preparation. There is a workbook 

especially for teachers as well.      

 

16. Photos or videos, logos 

 

 
 

       
 

 


